




                                                                                       (Word/Office 97)

1.0
Spring Region Africa 

1.1
Location

The SPRING-Region is located  in the North of the Republic, which is a predominantly agricultural country in the tropics, suffering chronically from an inability to increase agricultural production enough to expand food supply and national income relative to the population growth. 

In fact, total agricultural production has been declining in the last decade. At the same time, the population has been increasing by about 4.0% yearly. The result in recent years has been a sharp drop in per capita income. This had led to the deterioration of the standard of living of the rural population, and such concomitants as declining nutrition, poor health, falling literacy rates, and high unemployment. The unemployment is particularly acute in the larger regional towns and during the dry season when there is little work in the agricultural sector. More than that the  economic structure of the towns is as inherited from the colonial period.  That is they still concentrate on law and order functions not yet acting as centers for diffusion of development to the rural areas. 

The district capital of the SPRING-Region - Amongo - is approximately 600 kilometres north-west of the Republic's capital city.  The boundaries of the region border on neighbouring regions in the Republic. The region has some other large towns, which are linked by an east-west main road. There are many smaller settlements and villages in the region apart from these main towns. The region's traditional market pattern has been directed towards the south and east.

Table 1: Population Data from SPRING Regional Profile:

YEAR
1960
1970
1980

Population
56000
90000
135000

The region's far distance from the Republic's capital has been a major hinderance to current investments in the region. The transport system is poor, roads are in a bad condition and the public transport system is almost non-existant. Private transport is restricted by the lack of spare parts and the poor fuel supply in all parts of the Republic.

1.2
Agriculture

The SPRING-Region is predominantly agricultural. It is at a subsistance or semi-subsistance level. Cultivation is done on a shifting or semi-permanent basis. Imports are from the southern urban places, where most of the agricultural products are processed, and/or exported or consumed. This means that the SPRING-Region suffers from the functional integration of its productive system in the sense that it does not process what it produces, hence the income is absorbed by the regions which process these commodities which are returned to the SPRING-Region for consumption.  One of the biggest problems of the SPRING-Region, as well as that of the neighbouring regions, is governmental control of agricultural prices which discourages farmers from increasing production.

There are several market places: daily, weekly and monthly markets. Daily markets are to be found in each village and they are specialised in selling perishable goods such as tomatoes, meat, onions and potatoes. These markets are permanent in location in each  village and normally function daily. 

The weekly markets are found in villages with a population of more than one thousand inhabitants. This regulation has brought some problems in the spatial distribution of such markets, which besides selling perishable goods and cereals also sell manufactured commodities such as cloth, utensils, sugar and a variety of spare parts for agricultural machinery. 

In Amongo and Lobe the largest markets in the rural area are to be found. This kind of markets usually rotate within a specified zone. In many cases the zone is the district. In each such zone there are certain points or rather villages where these markets operate. In such markets goods sold include perishables, cereals, and livestock. On the other hand also textiles and other manufactured goods of a wide range depending on the position of the markets are sold. That means that the location of the market point and its accessibility determine the size of the market. 

In such circumstances there is some kind of competition between Amongo and Lobe being influenced by the fact that the main sellers to these markets are rotating businessmen who are mainly organized by foreign trading companies  concerned with buying products from the region and selling imported goods to the residents of SPRING-Region. This practice, however, is discouraging the performance and developement possibilities of small handicraft businesses in the region.

1.3
Infrastructure

The provision of public services and the supply with social infrastructure  is far from being efficient. Only a small section of the region is being supplied with these services. Most parts are still outside the effective service area of the major settlements.

In general, there is a mixture of modernization and traditionalism in the SPRING-Region. Some modern plantation farming did introduce modern technology to the region, however, most farmers still produce in the way of their forefathers. In opposition to the traditional leadership by chiefs there have been attempts to build up modern administration units. Old values and modern or semi-modern behaviour patterns exist closely side by side, as well as the application of modern and traditional tools.

Due to the worsening economic situation and the low standard of living, more and more people migrate to the main urban centres with the hope of obtaining a job and a higher standard of living. This process decreases the production capability since it is the younger people and the best educated people who migrate. 

Can this vicious circle be interrupted? Is there any hope for the SPRING-Region to bring the process of underdevelopment to a standstill?

In view of the overwhelming data difficulties in the SPRING-Region, the general profile provided in the preceeding section in form of a "narrative summary", may be inadequate for our purposes. 

Other sectors including natural features and human activities which are considered to be critical and fundamental to the planning of the future development of the SPRING-Region will be  described in more detail  in the subsequent sections.

1.4
Climate

The sub-equatorial location of the country is the main determinant of the climatic situation in the SPRING-Region. The climate is characterized by high and steady temperatures with only minimal seasonal deviations. The seasons are determined by the changing intensity of rainfalls.

1.5
Soils

The soils in the Region are fair and although they vary widely in texture and productivity, they generally have a low inherent fertility. Furthermore, fertility has rapidly depleted and the soils require the addition of nutrients and organic material. In some areas concentrations and shallow iron stones occur which render them unsuitable for cultivation. However, around the regional capital the soils are generally good. There are some good alluvial soil areas, particularly in the central part of the region. Overall the soils are quite highly susceptible to erosion.

1.6
Vegetation

The Northern territory is characterized by the savanna woodlands of the moist type. Most parts of the SRING-Region are covered by open tree- and bush savanna (Guinea Savanna Woodland) consisting of widely spaced short trees growing over a continuous cover of grass. It is highly susceptible to bush fires which sweep across the savanna woodland each year.

Concentrations of dry forest vegetation are constituting the three forest reserves in the SPRING-Region and they cover 52,000, 41,733 and 60,000 hectares, respectively. Along the main rivers which are falling dry periodically there are extensive  tree populations of riparian forests.

To the north and to the south  the tree savanna and high grass vegetation is prevailing being characterized by more densely growing forests, elephant and guinea grass.

The regional environment is very sensitive and the tree cover is essential for the maintenance of climatic conditions, water resources and soils.

1.7
Groundwater

Overall there is a good potential groundwater supply in the SPRING-Region which would be sufficient for the population and livestock in the region.

