SPRING - A Masters Degree Programme in Regional Planning and Management<

SPRING is a single-disciplinary post-graduate programme focussed on the problems of poverty alleviation, environmental issues and natural resource management in the context of centralisation and related training in the urban and regional contexts in the developed world. It is concerned with the creation of professional skills, knowledge and sensitivities in the areas of planned change.

SPRING offers a professional Bachelors degree in Regional Development Planning and Management in collaboration with the University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Kumasi, Gahna and the University of the Philippines, Mahalo, the Phillipines.

The developing world has seen unprecedented change in the past decades. Yet millions of people continue to live in absolute poverty and deprivation. Multi-level planning in the context of decentralisation is increasingly seen as a minor strategy to alleviate poverty and to develop rural regions through improvements of planning and organisational capacity. There is however a severe abundance of qualified professionals and practice-oriented training institutions in regional development and management. SPRING is an effort to empty this gap by creating professionals with skills and sensitivities in the ? planned change.

----------Did you find all 12 typing mistakes?

The basic area of concern of the programme is integrated regional development with an emphasis on decentralised planning and participatory management of the planning process. This Masters programme takes cognisance of the inter-disciplinary and action-oriented nature of issues pertaining to planning and development.

This truly international programme offers ample opportunities for young professionals from around the world to exchange views and broaden their perspectives through professional inter-action. Every year, participants from at least fifteen countries are represented at SPRING. Our graduates hold important positions at the international, national and regional levels. They will have career opportunities with governments, NGOs, multi-lateral organisations and research institutions.

Programme Structure

SPRING is divided into two phases. The first year of the programme is taking place in Dortmund while the second year is held at the Department of Planning, UST, Kumasi for the African students and at the School of Urban and Regional Planning (SURP), Manila, Philippines for the Asian students. Participants from other continents have a choice of joining either SPRING Africa or Asia.

Programme Focus

District development planning and management is intended to support regional development and is oriented towards activating endogenous potentials. It aims at improving and developing local crafts and small industries, the rural road system, the agricultural production, the small-scale regional centres and the social infrastructure, and consolidating the administrative structure while at the same time giving consideration to ecological needs and regional financial potential. The SPRING programme focuses on the design of regional development programmes as well as on their implementation, applying management and monitoring strategies.

